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Then she mentioned to me that poor Duchcsse dc la Valliere, to whom I was once compelled by
my unhappy star to give umbrage, and whom, in my fatal thoughtlessness, I had afflicted without desiring it,
Tears came into my eyes ; Madame dc S6vlgn6 saw them, and expressed her regret at having caused me pain. Madame de Thianges and 1 asked her if my old friend was much changed. She and Madame de Griguan assured us that she was fresh, in good health, and that heir face appeared more beautiful* On the next day I wished absolutely to see her, and drove to the Carmelites*
On seeing my pretty cripple, who hobbled among1 us with so great a charm, I uttered a cry, which for a moment troubled her. She sank down to salute the crucifix, as custom demands, and, after her short prayer, she came to me. " ! did not mention your name to Mesdames de S6vigneV* said she ; " but, however, 1 am obliged to them, since they have been            to procure me the
pleasure of seeing you once more.11
*f The  general  opinion  of the  Court,  and  in
the world,  my dear  Duchesse,"  answered   lt   lf Is
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